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discussion is a feature of great merit. Some of the answers are incor- 
rect, but that is an insignificant matter in the first edition of a work of 
this kind. 

As an introduction to theoretical physics, or as a college preparatory 
text-book, this work is superior to anything else in print ; and it enjoys 
the unique distinction of being the first of its kind in the high-school 
field. There ought to be a great demand for such a book, if high- 
school teachers and students can be led to recognize its real value. 

A. C. Longden 
The University of Chicago 



Lesswg's Minna von Barnhelm oder Das Soldatengliick, with intro- 
duction and notes by Starr Willard Cutting, Ph.D., 
Associate Professor of German Literature in the University 
of Chicago. New York : The Macmillan Company, and 
London : Macmillan & Co., Ltd., 1899. 

Simple style, careful delineation of human life/subtle charm, genial 
humor, national character, patriotism, these are the qualities that made 
Lessing' s Minna von Barnhelm the first great German comedy. The 
constantly increasing number of annotated editions attests its unique 
position in German literature and its undying popularity. Of the 
editions prepared for English-speaking students, Professor Cutting's has 
the best and most complete equipment. His introduction is divided 
into three parts. The first makes brief mention of the political and 
literary condition of Germany before the eighteenth century, and 
explains Gottsched's service to German literature ; the second, based 
largely upon the Hamburgische Dramaturgic, discusses Lessing as 
dramatist and dramatic critic ; the third treats of the genesis, time and 
place of action, plot, characters, structure, and language of Minna von 
Barnhelm.- The introduction ought to contain, also, a chapter on the 
historical background. The text is supplied with notes, bibliography, 
and index. For school purposes a vocabulary would also seem essen- 
tial. With due acknowledgment free use has properly been made of 
the extensive Minna material. The notes are good ; one has the feel- 
ing that they have been prepared by a teacher who is acquainted with 
the real needs of the student. The book will certainly inspire students 
with a desire to know more about Lessing. 

„, T Charles Bundy Wilson 

The University of Iowa, 

Iowa City 



